
Surrey School sees a reduction of £1000s off their energy bill  

 

Itôs no secret that in education every penny counts, and finding ways to maximise 

and optimise how money is spent at schools is always a top priority. For Sunbury 

Manor School adopting Powerwise means that in a time when energy costs 

continue to rise, they can make significant energy cost savings whilst also 

reducing emissions.  

 

Sunbury Manor is the first specialist school in Humanities in Surrey, and year on 

year achieves excellent exam results. Ofsted describe the school as ña good school 

with many outstanding featuresò - Sunbury Manor is in the top 25% of schools in 

the country.  With over 1000 students, and 130 teaching and support staff utilising 

over 450 PCs, technology plays a big part in day to day life at the school.  

 

Powerwise provides a centralised solution to managing PC power,  allowing 

Sunbury Manor to maximise energy savings without interfering with teacher or 

student productivity.   Using different Powerwise Profiles on PCs, depending on 

their use, allows Sunbury Manor to cater for the differences in use of a teacherôs 

PC compared to a PC in an ICT classroom.  

 

ñPreviously we have used various scripts to turn off our classroom PCs at various 

times, but it was never 100% reliableò says Luke Nicolaou, I.T Manager at 

Sunbury Manor. ñWith Powerwise we have greater flexibility and control over all 

our PCs to ensure when a PC is inactive itôs put into its appropriate power saving 

mode. It (Powerwise) also gives us he the capability to ensure PCs are on when 

needed, either for users, or for us to carry out automatic updates.ò 

 

Luke goes on to say, ñWith the built in reporting we have been able to see what 

power usage we have been achieving and then predict what we will save by using 

Powerwise. With continued use of the reporting we can monitor our savings in 

both cost and emissions.ò 

 

Modus have worked closely with Sunbury Manor since the initial installation in April 

2008 using the reporting to illustrate Powerwiseôs potential. From initial and 

subsequent surveys Sunbury Manor have identified that they should be able to 

generate an initial saving of over 65% on their annual electricity costs associated 

with PCs.   At current prices this will equate to a reduction of electricity costs of 

over £10,000 per year.  

 

ñWe are hoping for further savings in the future by monitoring idle time data to 

tighten up profiles where possible, and we should also see indirect savings with 

the air conditioning in our ICT classrooms being used a lot lessò says Luke. 



Sunbury Manor have developed a strong eco culture in recent years, and in June 

this year hosted an Eco rally for local Secondary and Primary Schools, attended by 

the Mayor of Spelthorne, the BBC, Greenpeace and The Surrey Wildlife Trust. ñBy 

using Powerwise we can reduce our carbon footprint, which we predict will be 

reduced by over 60,000Kgs of CO 2.ò says Luke. ñAs a school we have already 

achieved our Silver award from Eco Schools and we are currently working towards 

Green Flag status. We hope Powerwise will feature as part of our application as it 

has made such a positive impact on our school.ò 

 

Mrs Duncan, head teacher of Sunbury Manor School said ñWe are just so 

impressed that something so user friendly cannot only save us on energy costs, 

but can also contribute to the eco culture that is so strong in school. Itôs one of 

those things that you think ówhy didnôt we do this beforeô. There have been no 

disadvantages, and when I walk away from my desk for a while I feel much better 

knowing that it will power down if I happen to be away from the computer for a 

while. It has had an amazing impact, without causing any inconvenience at all.ò 

 

For more information in North America on Powerwise and to get a free trial version,  contact: 

www.squeezetech.com 
info@squeezetech.com 

949-287-4500 


